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your salvation is not irrecoverable. I will answer for you to Jesus Christ.
I am ready most willingly to lay down my life for you, as Jesus Christ
laid down his for all men. I will pledge my soul for yours. Stay, believe
me, I am sent by Christ," At these words the young man stood still,
with his eyes fixed upon the ground; then throwing away his arms, he
trembled and burst into tears. When the apostle came up, the penitent,
bathed in tears, embraced his tender father, imploring forgiveness; but
he hid his right hand, which had been sullied with many crimes. By his
sighs and bitter compunction he endeavoured to satisfy for his sins as
much as he was able, and to find a second baptism in his tears, as our
author St Clement emphatically expresses it. The apostle, with wonderful
condescension and affection, fell on his knees before him, kissed his right
hand which the other endeavoured in confusion to conceal, gave him fresh
assurances of the divine pardon, and, earnestly praying for him, brought
him back to the church. He continued some time in that place for
his sake, praying and fasting with him and for him, and comforting
and encouraging him with the most affecting passages of the holy
scriptures. Nor did he leave the place till he had reconciled him to
the church, that is, by absolution restored him to the participation of
the sacraments.

This charity, which our great saint was penetrated with and practised

himself, he constantly and most affectionately pressed upon others.    It is

the great vein that runs through his sacred writings, especially his epistles,

where he urges it as the great and peculiar law of Christianity, without

which all pretensions to this divine religion are vain and frivolous, useless

and insignificant:   and this was his constant practice to his dying day.

St Jerom relates * that when age and weakness grew upon him at Ephesus,

so that he was no longer able to preach or make long discourses to the

people, he used always to be carried to the assembly of the faithful by his

disciples with great difficulty; and every time said to his flock only these

words, " My dear children, love one another."   When his auditors, wearied

with hearing constantly the same thing, asked him why he always repeated

the same words, he replied, " Because it is the precept of the Lord, and if

you comply with it, you do enough ": an answer, says St Jerom, worthy

the great St John, the favourite disciple of Christ, and which ought to

be engraved in characters of gold, or rather to be written in the heart of

every Christian,    St John died in peace at Ephesus, in the third year of

Trajan (as seems to be gathered from Eusebius's chronicle), that is, the

hundredth of the Christian era, or the sixty-sixth from our Lord's crucifixion,

the saint being then about ninety-four years old, according to St Epiphanius.

Some amongst the ancients pretend that St John never died, but are very

well confuted by St Jerom and St Austin.   St John was buried on a mountain

1 St Hier. in Galat. c. 6.